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wit, suggesting that Elizabeth herself should first of all marrf
Dudley3 and then when she died leave Mary heiress to both hus-
band and kingdom. Thus she would ensure that Dudley had
children by one or the other of them, who in due course would
succeed to her throne. And how happy that thought would
make her!

Whether Maitland told his mistress of the conversation or
nots gossip carried the news to France and thence to Scotland.
Elizabeth, however, was not so foolish as to make the proposal
before putting out feelers. When the end of the Havre adventure
left her free, she gave instructions to her ambassador, Randolph.
to say to Mary., as from himself and not from her, that he
thought no one could better content Elizabeth as her husband
than some Englishman of noble birth and of conditions and
qualities meet for the rank;f Yea, perchance such as she would
hardly think we could agree unto' - so ran an insertion which
Elizabeth added In her own hand to Randolph's instructions!
It was not until March 15 64 that the name of the paragon was
divulged. Mary's official astonishment left her dumb.

Mary, indeed, was no longer as compliant as she had been.
She was older, more settled in her kingdom,, and ready to pursue
a policy of her own; inclined, and not without some justification
from her point of view, to distrust Elizabeth. * This, of all her
faults, is the greatest/ wrote Randolph, * that she conceives oft
much evil where none is thought/ A woman of spirit, she wasT
tiring of tutelage. Though she was not necessarily wanting to
adopt a Catholic policy, being 'not so affectioned to her Mass
that she will leave a kingdom for it \ her Protestant zealots were
getting on her nerves. Far the worst was John Knox, who was
still full of mistrust of all her doings and sayings, as though,
Randolph wittily said, he were of God's privy council and knew
how the Almighty had determined of her from the beginning.
He infuriated her in the spring of 15 63 by preaching a sermon
to the nobility in which he dilated on her marriage. * And now,
my Lords/ he exclaimed, CI hear of the Queen's marriage:
dukes, brethren to emperors., and kings strive all for the best
gain. But this, my Lords, will I say: whensoever the nobility oS